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v those who know her, it's
o sutprise thar Susan
Pailli i« in Russza promot-

ing Canclian izl modds for the
advanceniont of women's rights.
After all, the Toronto-born

Bailli's commi w

own affairs. The ANC had
loen recognizal.”

Back  home, Banlli
bocame the kepgal dircctor of

Toromos  Mewro Action
Comminee on Viokence
Against  Women  and
Childeen (METRAC).

During her six-year tenure
there, she founded OW]Net,

rights since she was called to the
bar in 1985 afier her graduation
from Osoode Hall one year car-
Tier, has jut her front and centre
on the irtemational stage.

Inv the kit 16 years, Poailli has
worked in 22 countries in Afica.
Eastern and Central Europe.
Australia, and the Americas. Since
March, she ha boen on 2 siv
month contrat a8 the “vidting
gender  specialin”  with  the
Maosow office of the American
Bar Association Central and Fav
European Law Initiative (CEELI)

“Tve been an activist since | was
akid,” Bavilli eclls Laser Times. Aftcr
she obtained her master’s degree in
soxiology. Torono criminal Liwyer
Clyron Huby “mlked me it
going w law school because it was
supposed 1w be 1 way 1 could help
d‘m II'K \\"I‘l'i.“

Since then, she's spent her pro
fessional life trying to do ey
that.

“In the 19805, South Africa
and Latin Amenica were the focus
for Toronto activisss,” she says.

After atending a human rights’
conference in Nairobi in 1985,
Bazlli- visited friends in South
Al

the firt womens Internet
network I'lxming on justice
and rights bsucs.

Basillis work ar MEIT-
RAC attrmacied antention as
far away as California. In
1997, shie was recruited as the
founding exeautive dinector
of the California Alliance
Againe Domestic Vielonee, She
staved for two yeurs, deadoping
the onsmnimton from srarch
the point where it had five staff
members and a3 million-dollar
bandprr

Ohy her et 1o Toronto, she
comtinued her work 2« an interma-
tional consultant on human rights
andl woimens nights isocs in devd-
oping countrics and emerging

cvononics, She focused on infor-

mation and communication weh-
nologics for woman entreprencurs,
coonomic empowerment, gender
mairstreaming, and digital divide
wsues in Africa

Her cients inchadad the York
University's International
Womens Human Rights Project
(IWRP), the Unitad MNations
Development Program, the Work
Bank. the Canadian International

Dovdopment  Ageney,  the
r 1

I just becaine comgp pas
sionate about the work and Ih'
struggle, o [ moved there.”

She found employment as a
stafl lawyer and conference con-
vener with Lawyers for Human
Rights. Following the legalization
of the African National Congress,
Bazilli organizc] the first confer-
ence on women. law, and the con-
stitution ever held in South Africa,
The experience e gained in man-
aging the furlraning, staffing,
delivery of matu ials, and presenta-
ton of speakers was invahuable.

She stayed on with Lawyers for
Human Rights uneil 1990,

“Then it was important for
apauiics o go home and for
South Africans o manage ther

I. dati ‘f!’ :‘ll\
Training, and the Intemational
“Tdecommunications Union.

After CEELL consulied York's
TWRE about s program, Basilli
apgrecd 1o go 1o Moscow:

“I'd been in Russda in 1995 on
a conaddting job, and there had
boen considerable contact between
Canxlian and Russian feminises,”
Ragilli explains. “1 wanted 10 e
firat-hand whae had happened in
the intervening yeurs.”

Basilli discoverad an enommous
degradation in the staws and
rights of women throughout
Rurssta and the Commonwealth of
Independent Statex

"Poverty in Russia has
increased, and woman  have

Susan Bazilli is using
in women's righls to assist Rutsian women.
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social protections, wich as
howsing and
I CaAfc, are no
longer availabile.

“Woman who wsad 0 be
doams and profesaors are sdl-
inketx in
Traflicking in womsn in and
out of Rusis is evremey
high. There is a ligh ind-
dence of AIDS,  sexual
assaults, and rapes.” the says,

“Mear market’ advertis-
ing, where employers advertis-
ing for sccretaries by age, hair
colour, and mesurcments, is
also quite commuon.”

Since arriving in MMoscow
in carly March, Panlli has
foared on the intrsdcion of
Canaduan modeds for et progaes
aimed at bobsering wonan's rghts,
Bast the centerpioce of Bazilli's

sulwways.

i her extensi e e:puienoe

sulfered  disproportionarely
from the elfcas of privatiza.
tion. Breaking up the Sovict

Union meant that many of the
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g women’s rlghts in Russia

efforte has been  organizing
CEELIS dth Annual  (Nanional
Independent States) Confrance,
which vk plae in Lase May and
was cnithad " Womens Righs —
Human  Rights: Straegics for
Legal Advamacy.”

The 100 delegates inchuded
Liwyers from the 12 countrics of the
INIS regzion. abong with gucas frum
the Uninad Seanes, Canacla, Sabia,
and Macedonia. The Canadian
contingent inchded De Marilou
McPhadran, RIS dirccoe

Basilli has abso been working
with a human rights organization
in St erenburg on the doign ol a
curricubum to help train judges in
womens rights isues.

“Rarssia hus some prosd stanns
o the bk, Dt so Far they ot
real apaliy for
dhe says.
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